Broadly speaking, the armor and arms of the East present a far more colorful picture than those of the West. But to the student of ancient war gear this effect, due largely to the lavish use of gems, precious metals, lacquer, and silks in the late periods, is outweighed in significance by the discovery of prototypes for many of the weapons and defenses of Europe among the early forms of the East.
banners-in an arrangement that shows the development of arms and armor throughout the East and the character of their decoration.
Almost half the pieces shown are drawn from the Museum's collection of Japanese arms and armor, the greater part of which was assembled in Japan after 1900 by Dr. Bashford Dean and presented to the Museum by him in 1914. This collection is the most comprehensive outside Japan. Especially important are the burial finds antedating the seventh century, among which must be noted the rare fourth-century kondu maruhachi, a type of helmet of which but eight examples are known. Aside from these early grave finds, the most important piece in the collection is the 6-yoroi (great armor), one of the best-preserved suits of the Kamakura period The Metropolitan Museum of Art is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to
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